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The written heritage of the infallible Imams (as), in the form of
supplications (du‘a’) and pilgrimages (ziyarah), constitutes valuable
works that serve as a moral curriculum for the believing human being in
relation to God, the self, and both individual and social relationships.
This precious treasury, in the context of understanding religious
teachings, also broadens the epistemic perspective and intellectual
horizon of Shi‘a followers. Therefore, a content-based re-examination
of this rich source with a scholarly and profound approach aimed at
uncovering its lesser-explored educational and intellectual functions is
necessary. The present study, with the aim of elucidating deep epistemic
points and using a descriptive-analytical method, examines the phrase
“...al-ladhina badhali muhajahum diina al-Husayn (as)” in Ziyarat
‘Ashiira, based on reflection on the key terms (badhl, muhaj, and diin)
and the relationship and application of these words. In this approach,
badhl is understood as the utmost form of giving, meaning a donation
without expectation and with sincere willingness, and muhaj (from
muhjah) is defined as the last drops of pure blood in the body, which
resides in the heart itself. This phrase, as a model for the free human
being, depicts the pinnacle of self-sacrifice by the companions of truth,
who, in proximity and similarity to their Imam (the meaning of din),
even gave the blood in their hearts. From this perspective, the
mentioned phrase also affirms historical reports regarding the mutilation
and trampling of the bodies of the martyrs of ‘Ashiira, especially Imam
Husayn (as), by the army of Yazid.
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