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One of the frequently recurring themes in Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya
is Imam Sajjad’s (A.S.) plea for pardon and forgiveness from the
Lord. The central challenge is reconciling the Imam’s infallibility
with his seeking forgiveness. In this regard, researchers have
offered various opinions. Among them, Sayyid Ali Khan Madani
has proposed eight possibilities for the Imam’s seeking
forgiveness. This article, employing a descriptive-analytical
method, critiques and examines these possibilities. In the author’s
view, two of the eight possibilities are acceptable with further
elaboration and completion. The first possibility: Imam Sajjad
(A.S.) attributed the sins of his community (Ummah) to himself—
a attribution considered valid from a literary perspective and, in
this article, is also deemed correct from a mystical perspective.
The second possibility: Imam Sajjad (A.S.) sought forgiveness
from God for a reduction in attentiveness to God in daily life; this
possibility is also accepted and explained in a manner worthy of
the station of Imamate
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